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Rodbb# 18 Fromelt &

Lenal Descripticr: University Flace Additicy, Blocl 3. Lot Pact
of Lot 6 and ALL of Lat 7

Address: 514 Elevernth Street

Owrership Name: Dear Tigny

Address: c/c A.H. Dorchells, 514 Eleventh Strect, Hawvieo, BT 535014
private: x

public:

Historic Name: Victor Grings House
Commar_Name: uribricwn '

Date of Constructicn: 1914 (water recard)
Architect: urnknowrn

Builder: urnkncwn

Original Use: Single-Family Residerce
Fresent Use: Sirnple-Family Residerce

Fhysical Descripticr:

One-and-orne-half story, 2 x 4 bay, stvcco-aver-wood-frams
Crafteman residence. Gable roof with ridoeline porallel to
Eleverth Street with exposed rafters iv apen eaves (M £ 8)Y, Flain
wood brackete support roof overhann alonng bthe ngabhles (E 2 1))



Wood-shivgled roof. Roof preakz clightly before it continuez and
d (oiriginally oper—air up
wrtil at least 193%) povoh. Concrete daylit basement.

extends cver tull-widlh window-enclo

The right-side prinary entry 1o contained within the porch.

Large shed-roofed dovmer centrally-located on main (N) facade.
Dormer includes two cgaat double-hurg windows with diamcnd-
patterned upper lighte. Plain wood brackets support roof overhann
cri the east and west sides. Wood-zashed porch windows are all
1/1; scme of which are arnd double-hung and operable. The side (W)
facade includes a tripled sguare wood casement window on the
first floor and & 1/1 double-hung wood sash window flanked by
diamcnd—-shaped wood cascmsat windows with dianond-shaped lights
cri the upper story. The side (BE) facade has a doubled wood
cazement window o the first floore, Lot similar windows on the
upper flaar.

The rear full-widbh porcn was gnclosed ivn 1984 and a new addition
and rear deck added 1y 1953,

The zite ie raised frow Lhat of the street and requires a
conerete retaining wall along the northern edge of the property.

Rall #25 Frames #16—17

Associated structure: Detached single—bay wood-frame garage
cituated at the rear (8) of the lat. fac south with access via
rear service alley. No longer uzed as a garage but as a
storehcuse/workspace. HUood-shingled (painted green, now faded)
gable voof with exposed vaftore 1n apen eaves (W & 85). stucco
extericr. Sliding track (hree-leaf wooden doors. The middle door

td



has beer partially replaced with a wirndow. Seccandary erntry an
side (W) facade. Square wood casemernt window on side (W) facade.
The Sanborrn Maps do not cover this far scuth, but it seems that
the garage was built c. 1325, and althcugh modified, still
retains a great deal of its criginal fabric and styling and would
cantribute to the proposed historic district.

Historical Informaticn:

.

The earliest water record indicates that this house was built in
1914 and was originally owned by Victor Grigns.

Victoyr Griggs arrived in Havre in 1309 whern he was hirved as
secretary and promocter by the Havre Industrial Asscciation. The
Industrial Asscciation soon incorporated as the Havre Chamber of
Commerce, with Griggs retaired as secretary. In 1911,
anticipating the creation of Hill County, Griggs resigred as
secretary.of the Chamber of Commerce and entered practice as an
attorney.” In February, 191&, Griggs was elected county attorney
aof newly formed Hill County. Griggs served as county attorrey
until 1925, Inn 1914, Victor and Irma Grigogs maved cut of

their roams in the Havre Hotel tao their ranch two miles south of
the city. In May, 13914, Victor let the contract for the =
construction of a new bungalow in the University Flace Additicn.
By 1317, hcwever, Griggs became involved in Attorrney Gereral Sam Ford's
attempt to close down the red light districts throughout Montana.
When Griggs refused to obey the order, Ford unsuccessfully
attempted to remcve Griggs from his office. Grings was
exonerated wher he claimed that as county attorrey he was not
supposed to prevent crime, but to enforce already existing laws.
This incident was to be the begirming of Griggs' lang battle
against the progressive movement ivn Mantana.

Once Prohibiticrn had been declared in Montara in 1919, Griggs
found himself defending many of the boctleggers anmd rum rurrers
active in northeerntral Montana during that pericd. His active
defense of these men earned him the reputaticn as a corrupt
lawyer firmly irn the backpockets of the eremies of morality among
many progressives in Montana. This reputaticon eventually saw
Griggg ar trial for perjury in the Montana Supreme Court in

1925, Althcugh Griggs was excrnerated, he scon left Maontana.

Both the 1915 Fernton and 1929 Folk Directories indicate that this
house was lived in by Victor R. and Irma L. Griggs. Mr. Griggs
was a lawyer with an office in the Masanic Temple in Havre.

The Griggs were active in many sccial and fraternal organizaticons
in Havre. In 1322, Victor was elected president of the Havre
Mer’s Welfare Club, a charitable arganization degicated to
supplying focd to the needy during the Holidays.
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Jurne 10, 1911,
3. Ibid, March 2, 1912,

4, The Havre Daily Peomotor, July 4, 1325,

vindealer, May 16, 1914,

7. Gary A. Hilsorn. He 3 Havre!s Bootlegning Days.
(Helena: Montana Magazivne, Inc., 1985, pp. 31-38, p. 82

8. The Havre Daily Promabo, July 4, 1325,

9. Ibid, Octaber 4, 1522

Grits, Guts and Gustos A T o of Hi County. Compiled by the
Hill County Bicentenni (i ( Bear Faw Frirters,
1976), pp. 171, 371, 374,

Fenton's Directary, Havre wnd Hill County, 13915-16.

Folk's Directory, Havee ard Hill County, 1315-1g, 1923-20.
Sanborn Maps: 1900, 179353,

Research Bourcps:

fsse=scr?!s Reccords, Hill County, Hill County Courthouse, Havre,
Montana.

Water Record no. 527 (1914), Departnent of Fublic Worke, City of
Havre, Hawvie, Montana.

Integraty:

Good. This house vetairns its historic character and retains a
high degree of architectuwral integrity. It retains its criginal
massing and configuration typical of a bunpgalow, its historic
fabric {(narrcw-reveal clapbozard siding) and several distinctive
features and detaile (ceotrally-located shed-rocfed dormer,
exposed rafters in cpen gaves, plain wood brackets alang the
gables) indicative of ito Crafteman styling. It alsc exhibits
come Mediewval influzrces cuch as the false half-timbering the
gables. '

grificarnce:

ju
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fhie building woeddd qualar, dor the Mational Reyister
individualiy as & good Tocol exanple of & Crafteman-styled
burgalcw with scne fledieval influences and would be a primary
contribution to bhe propoced hictorile district, It would qualify
fore the Nabional Rogiclor ander criteria C.
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Geographical Informaticon:

Acreage: Less than one acre
USGS Quad: Havre, Montana
UtmM? s

Havre,

MT

59501

fmeQQMg



